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NATURAL ENQUIRER 
continued from page 63 

wild animals is ancient and perhaps irre- 
sistible. It’s a way to reach out to nature 
and touch some tangible part of it, to in- 
ject a bit of wildness into our lives. It ex- 
plains, in part, why we have zoos. It’s 
how wolves became malamutes and 
wild cats became tabbies. It’s how we 
got Herefords, palominos, and Rhode 
Island reds. 


HE HUMAN TENDENCY TO SUB- 

due the Earth and exert domin- 

ion over the fish of the sea and 
the fowl of the air is often ugly and de- 
structive, but it can also be compassion- 
ate and kind. In many states it is illegal 
to keep wildlife—even, technically, to 
care for the injured and orphaned— 
forcing countless people into civil dis- 
obedience. Nursing an injured animal 
back to health or feeding a foundling 
with a bottle is a wonderful way to gain 
insights into the character and personal- 
ity of creatures we might otherwise 
know in only superficial ways. 

We have tried in vain to explain to 
Nick that wild animals don’t make 
good pets. When he brings home tur- 
tles, toads, garter snakes, and stubby- 
winged starlings that have fallen from 
their nests, he intends, of course, to 
make them permanent members of our 
family. We’re usually able to convince 
him that birds need to fly and frogs 
need to jump and that his wild animal 
friends are better off in the wild. It takes 
him a few days to get used to the idea 
but in the end he always gives his ani- 
mals their liberty, and we all are a little 
wiser for the experience. 


While making sure that Nick’s house- 
hold menagerie doesn’t get out of con- 
trol, author Jerry Dennis is collaborating 
with illustrator Glenn Wolff on a book 
about the wonders of water. 
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Birds on 
your 
computer! 


Axia Wildlife presents the 
worlds most complete bird 
guides on CD-ROM! 
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Each of Axia Wildlife’ interactive multi- 
media bird guides brings birders hundreds 
of brilliant full-screen color photos, as well 
as video, sounds, maps and illustrations. 
Edited by renowned ornithologist R. Wayne 
Campbell (Fellow, American Ornithologists’ 
Union) these discs offer multi-level chal- 
lenges for birders from novice to expert! 


Know Your WATERFOWL 
Complete guide to North America’s 
nesting Swans, Geese and Ducks. 


Know Your OWLS 
All 19 Owls species, including variants 
and immatures. 


Common BIRD SONGS 
Survey of 120 common birds, emphasizing 
breeding calls and colors. 





$69.95 each ($6 shipping & handling) 
Credit Card orders: 1-800-969-2942 


Axia International Inc. 

510, 840-6 Ave. S.W. 

Calgary, AB Canada T2P 3E5 
(403) 262-2942 / FAX 261-1675 


Retailers: Axia Wildlife titles are available 
from Common Ground, Pacific Pipeline, 
Holborne, and American Software & 
Hardware Distributors. 
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